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We are excited to present the 
new St. John Lutheran 
Church logo to our members 
and our community. 

logo ( ) n. , pl. -gos . A name, 
symbol, or trademark 

designed for easy and definite recognition 

How do we identify our church? What’s the first 
thing that comes to mind? “The Green Church” of 
course. However, that does not translate well as a 
visual on paper.  

Many times the first impression someone has of our 
church is from the correspondence we send or the 
advertising we do. Our new logo, along with our 
mission statement, will help connect our name with 
our purpose.  

A special thanks to Angelique Benson for donating 
her talent, creativity and time to this project! 
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�  Ladies, are you ready? Thursday Morning 
Bible Study resumes Thursday, January 1st 
9:30am. This non-denominational DVD series 
titled “Spaghetti for the Soul.” Is lots of fun and 
a great study! We meet for about 1 hour and all 
are invited. Come & bring a friend! 

�  Crossways! Bible Study will begin the second 
session, “From Conquest to Exile                                                          

(Deuteronomy—2 Kings),” on January 8th. We 
meet each Tuesday from 6:30-8:00pm. Cost is 
$15.00 for materials. Please sign up in the 
narthex. 

�  Men’s Bible Study, January 5th from 9:00-
10:15am. Men’s Bible Study meets the first 
Saturday of each month from 9:00-10:15am. 
Join us as we investigate various stories in the 
Bible through video and reading and discussion. 
We are currently looking at the life of Jesus. 
Bring your Bible and desire to learn. Rolls, 
coffee, and juice are provided.                                            

Jan. 5 - Mount of Beatitudes: No Greater Love                                           
Feb. 2 - Gamla: The Rabbi (Teacher) 
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Healing Service on January 30th at 7:15 PM -.  All 
who sense the need for God’s healing in any 
aspect of their lives may join in prayer for others 
and themselves.  This worship service does not 
replace the gifts of God that come through the 
medical community nor does it promise a cure.  
Rather the church offers and celebrates God’s 
gifts of presence, comfort in time of suffering, and 
a promise of wholeness and peace.  The laying on 
of hands and anointing with oil will be available. 

St. John Lutheran Church 
“One body in Christ,  

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love” 
 

January 2008  
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CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY 

January is a great time to enjoy 
the wonder of the snow with 
your child(ren). When snow is 
lacking or when children are cooped up inside, 
water play can brighten even the darkest winter day. 
The best water toys come from the kitchen, a 
funnel, turkey baster, etc. You can sing the 
following poem together to the tune of “Three Blin
Mice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastoral Acts 
Baptisms: 
12/09/07 – Tatum Shaye White, 
daughter of Jason and Shannon White
 12/16/07 – Donovan Shea Bevins, 
son of Adam and Tina Bevins

 12/16/07 – Chase Anders King,  
son of Michael and Tara King 
12/23/07 – Caleb William Bowman,  
son of Bill and Natasha Bowman 
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��  to our Quilt Raffle winners:

Jay Swanson – Machine Quilted Quilt 

Brenda Casey – Tied Green Block Quilt 

Wanda Thoreson – Baby Quilt 

Thanks to all for a successful raffle. The $960 
raised will go toward the sound system! 
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lacking or when children are cooped up inside, 
water play can brighten even the darkest winter day. 
The best water toys come from the kitchen, a 
funnel, turkey baster, etc. You can sing the 
following poem together to the tune of “Three Blind 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Tatum Shaye White,  
daughter of Jason and Shannon White 

Donovan Shea Bevins,  
son of Adam and Tina Bevins 

to our Quilt Raffle winners: 
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Thanks to all for a successful raffle. The $960 
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Treasurer’s Report for November 2007
 
 Income 
 Expenses 
 
 Balance 
 

2007 Year End Contributions statements 
will be mailed in January. If you have 
any questions or discrepancies, please 
call Jill in the church 
4561. 
 

HELP THE YOUTH GROUP EVERY TIME 
YOU BUY GAS OR SHOP AT CUB FOODS!

 
St. John Youth has Scrip available for a variety of 
gas stations, such as Holiday, Super America, 
Shell, Citgo, and Kwik Trip.  And you can use 
them to pay at the pump!  We also have Scrip 
cards available for Cub Foods.  These cards work 
just like cash.  Even better, they cost you nothing 
more than what you’ll be spending anyway, and 
you’ll be helping the youth group at the
time! 
 
We also have a wide variety of restaurants 
(Burger King, Old Country Buffet, Applebee’s, 
etc.) and retail stores (Old Navy, JC Penney, 
Cabela’s, etc.).   
 
Scrip can be purchased every week!  Simply pick 
up an order form (located on the table i
Narthex), fill it out and drop it in the WINGS box 
(located on the wall near the sanctuary) with your 
payment.  Orders take 1 week to arrive.  We do 
have a limited inventory and try to always keep 
gas and grocery cards on hand, along with a few 
restaurants and retail stores.  See Kathy Budish 
for current selection.  Pick up an order form 
today! 

New Church Office Hours
Beginning January 16th the church office hours 
will be:  
 

     9:00am—4:00pm on Mon., Tues., Thurs.
     9:00am—1:00pm on Wednesday
 

If you are interested in volunteering to answer 
the phone from 1:00pm-4:00pm on Wednesdays,
please give Jill a call. 
 

Treasurer’s Report for November 2007 

$17,462.46 
$20,012.27 

-$2,549.81 

2007 Year End Contributions statements 
ed in January. If you have 

questions or discrepancies, please 
office at (763) 856-

HELP THE YOUTH GROUP EVERY TIME  
YOU BUY GAS OR SHOP AT CUB FOODS! 

St. John Youth has Scrip available for a variety of 
gas stations, such as Holiday, Super America, 

Trip.  And you can use 
them to pay at the pump!  We also have Scrip 
cards available for Cub Foods.  These cards work 
just like cash.  Even better, they cost you nothing 
more than what you’ll be spending anyway, and 
you’ll be helping the youth group at the same 

We also have a wide variety of restaurants 
(Burger King, Old Country Buffet, Applebee’s, 
etc.) and retail stores (Old Navy, JC Penney, 

Scrip can be purchased every week!  Simply pick 
up an order form (located on the table in the 
Narthex), fill it out and drop it in the WINGS box 
(located on the wall near the sanctuary) with your 
payment.  Orders take 1 week to arrive.  We do 
have a limited inventory and try to always keep 
gas and grocery cards on hand, along with a few 

urants and retail stores.  See Kathy Budish 
for current selection.  Pick up an order form 

New Church Office Hours 
Beginning January 16th the church office hours 

on Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.   
Wednesday 

volunteering to answer 
4:00pm on Wednesdays, 
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Thanks to everyone who helped with our annual confirmation 
caroling event.  Those of you who provided the cookies, as well 
as those who set up and cleaned up the treats, drove our students 
and chaperoned the adventure.  A group went to Pine Tree to 
entertain our seniors and another group walked around the 
neighborhood to share our songs with some of our senior 
members.    It was a beautiful night and the kids seemed to enjoy 
it.  What a way to share our love for Jesus!! Jesus is definitely 
the reason for the season!         

Thanks again! Deb Christensen 
 

Thank you to all you made cookies for the cheer baskets, for all 
those that helped pack them and deliver them. We had 31 
baskets and one to Pine Tree Manor.  What a great out reach this 
is for our community. Additionally, thanks to those who donated 
cookies to our 2nd Annual Christmas Cookie Walk. It was a 
great success!                                                   

St. John WELCA 

 

The Breakfast Committee would like to thank Molly and Jerry 
Heffron for their help with December’s Fellowship Breakfast.  It 
raised $176.00 for CAER.  There are still a few months open in 
2008 for your committee to sign up for Fellowship Breakfast.  
January’s Breakfast will be served by Youth Workcampers. 
Come see what they have cooked up for us! 

Cliff and Joalyn Welte 
 

It has been our pleasure to serve St. John this year. Thank you to the entire congregation for the gift certificates. 
We look forward to an exciting 2008!          

Sincerely, Peg Dale and Jill Ewy 
 

I would like to say thank you to all the women of St. John who helped so much this year with all of our projects. 
It was a very good year.   

Carolyn Schwab 

 

Thank you to all members and friends of St. John who have given Becky and I gifts and cards during this past 
Christmas season. The love and thankfulness shown to us goes both ways.  A Blessed New Year to all!   

Pastor Tom and Becky Koelln 
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If we give what’s leftover, 
the church neither feeds us 
spiritually, or anyone else. 

If we give “dues,” the 
church will be no more than a 
club to us.  

If sentimental preservation 
of the past is our reason, then 
the church will be like a 
museum. 

If we give the same as we 
always have, we can only 
expect declining returns. 

If we give out of 
obligation, we will always 
resent what we have to do. 

If we give only because we 
feel responsible, the church 
will be a heavy burden. 

If we give out of 
compassion for those whose 
needs are greater than our own, 
our needs will seem so much 
smaller. 

If we are thankful, the 
church will reflect the measure 
of our gratitude. 

If love leads us in selfless 
giving, the church may well 
become the place where we 
discover the joy of Christ’s 
presence.�
 



Another Year is Upon Us 
 
As we look into the new year, 2008, we look at a block of time. We see 12 months, 52 weeks, 365 days, 8,760 
hours, 525,600 minutes, 31,536,000 seconds. And all is a gift from God. We have done nothing to deserve it, 
earn it, or purchased it. Like the air we breathe, time comes to us as a part of life.  It is part of God’s creation. 
 
The gift of time is not ours alone. It is given equally to each person. Rich and poor, educated and ignorant, 
strong and weak—every man, woman and child has the same twenty-four hours every day. 
 
Another important thing about time is that you cannot stop it. There is no way to slow it down, turn it off, or 
adjust it. Time marches on.  And you cannot bring back time. Once it is gone, it is gone. Yesterday is lost 
forever. If yesterday is lost, tomorrow is uncertain. We may look ahead at a full year’s block of time, but we 
really have no guarantee that we will experience any of it. 
 
Obviously, time is one of our most precious possessions. We can waste it. We can worry over it. We can spend 
it on ourselves. Or, as good stewards, we can invest it in the kingdom of God. 
 
The new year is full of time. As the seconds tick away, will you be tossing time out the window, or will you 
make every minute count?  Yet, regardless of how we use our time during 2008, we know that our God is with 
us. Use this prayer to guide you on your way. 
 
May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making your path easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 
Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 
     and by making you anxious to be there to help. 
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 
 
Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Tom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each year WELCA collects items for health kits that are sent around the world through Lutheran World 
Relief. This year the confirmation students will be   assembling the kits as a community service project. 
The health kits are giving to refugees who had to leave their homes quickly and do not have supplies. 
They also help make a new start for those that are able to return home.  
 
The following items are included in each kit: 
1 hand towel, dark color 
1 washcloth, dark color 
1bath-size bar of soap 
1 adult-size toothbrush in the original package 
1 comb, wide tooth 
Metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached (no cardboard files) 
6 Band-Aids 1/2”to 3/4” 
 



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13045 Fremont Avenue 

Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 
763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

www.green-church.org 
�

   
Pastor Tom Koelln 
  tkoelln@green-church.org 
  763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant – Jill Ewy 
   churchoffice@green-church.org 
Custodian –  
Evangelist – Ivan Cholopray 
   763-354-4195 
Music Director – Peg Dale 
Organists – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Sonja Knutson 
Teachers – Sonja Knutson, Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide – Debra Herman 
 
CHURCH COORDINATORS 
 

Acolyte Coordinator 
 Katie Gilbert   651-331-1559 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Julia Nielsen   856-0554 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
 Randy Johnson   856-2890 
Nursery Coordinator 
 Nichole Parizek   856-2383 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
  

ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Bruce Weaver 
Vice President – Margaret Genung 
Secretary – Janna Luebben 
Treasurer – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Members: Justin Anderson, Andy Bost, Brian 
Carley, Jim Casey, Sarah Hassing, Kevin Johnson, 
Kevin Kraabel, Lori McChesney, Tom Olson, 
Kathy Peterson, Mary Troseth 

 

 
ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday -  
 8:00am – Worship 
 10:45am – Worship 
Wednesday – 
 7:15pm – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
9:00am – 4:00pm  Mon., Tues., Thurs., Friday  
9:00am – 1:30pm – Wednesday 
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