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(TO HELP US GET AN ACCURATE COUNT, PLEASE SIGN UP BY MARCH 14TH!  We want to make sure we 
have enough food for everyone!) 
 
What’s for dinner?  That’s the mystery!  All of your dinner items are in code on the menu, so you don’t 
know what you’re getting and when.  At the end of the evening, you will have received everything for a full 3-
course meal, but what order you receive the items in is determined on how well you can crack the codes!  Bring 
your family and friends and join us for a night filled with fun and laughs! 
 

All proceeds will go toward the Workcamp trip this summer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
“One body in Christ,  

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love” 
 

March 2007  
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A Changing Church for a Changing World 
 
One of the joys I discovered at St. John after I accepted the call to be your pastor was the annual 
Church Council retreat.  For a Friday evening and Saturday morning and afternoon on the second 
weekend in February, the newly elected St. John Church Council members meet away from the 
church for three reasons: 1) Get to know each other better; 2) Receive leadership training; and 3) 
Transact council business for its February meeting.  At the congregation I served before coming 
to Zimmerman, it was difficult to get the Council to meet for leadership training for a Saturday 
morning.  Needless to say I was excited about this extended opportunity.   
 
When I am at a conference or workshop, I always enjoy a presentation on trends in the culture 
and how those changes affect the Church.  To that end, I shared this presentation with the 
Council entitled, “A Changing Church for a Changing World.”  I told them that old assumptions 
no longer are valid.  For instance, in the old reality the church had an honored place in the center 
of culture.  If you were a member of a church, you were immediately respected and considered to 
be normal.  Part of the church’s responsibility was to train moral citizens for the community.  In 
the new reality the church has lost its honored status in the culture.  The church is no longer 
automatically respectable; in fact for some in our society the church is not to be trusted.  
Morality is less clear and the church has no corner on the “truth.”  Interestingly, recent scandals 
in the church have even called the church’s own morality into question.  The church has been 
moved to the fringe of society and anyone affiliated with the church is considered to be abnormal 
and different.   
 
Given this new reality the Church can engage our culture and 
society from the margins.  The Church can provide an 
alternative voice to what is currently being heard.  The Church 
can invite others into living the Jesus life.  To affiliate with such 
a church is to live in the world and to be highly engaged in it, 
but also to be different from that world and to have the courage 
to be effective for Christ in the context.  These changes mean 
that we can exercise Martin Luther’s call to be part of the 
priesthood of all believers.  When we leave the friendly 
confines of our sanctuary we go into the world as ambassadors 
of Christ, strange and abnormal as society views us.  We are the 
Church at work, at school, in our community, with our family.  
All of us Christians have these responsibilities and are gifted 
and equipped to carry them out.  Our mission as a congregation 
is to equip our members to do the mission work. We have our 
work cut out for us as a Council and as a congregation. 
 
Your partner in Christ, 
Pastor Tom 
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CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY 
In March, we are in the season of Lent. Small 
children cannot begin to fully understand the 
sacrifice Jesus made for us. They can, however, be 
reminded of how much Jesus loves them. Set aside 
time each day to read book, sing songs, or do finger 
plays that tell of Jesus’ love. Infants as young as six 
months can enjoy a short book. Toddlers love to 
sing and dance. Make a “homemade” tambourine or 
noise-maker and dance to music! You can find 
children’s tapes with simple songs that teach about 
Jesus at any Christian bookstore. Make Lent a 
special time to share Jesus with your child. Your 
child will not only learn to love Jesus, they will also 
cherish the time you spend together.   

Welcome Andraya, Blake and Cameron to our 
Cradle Roll! 
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Mark you calendars now with the times of our 
special services to celebrate Easter. 

 

April 5 7:15pm Maundy Thursday 
 

April 6  7:15pm Good Friday 
 

April 7  Prayer Vigil 
You may sign up in the narthex for 30 minute time 
increments between 6:00pm and 6:00am to sit in the 
sanctuary for silent reflection and meditation.  
 

April 8  Easter Sunday 
        6:30am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 
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Honor a loved one and support the Youth 
Workcamp Trip this Easter. This year you can 
choose to order Easter Lilies, Asiatic Lilies, LA 
Lilies, Oriental Lilies, Orchids, Azaleas, 
Hydrangeas, Mums, Kalanchoes or Begonias. All 
plants come in 6” pots. Watch upcoming bulletins 
for order and delivery information! 
 

 
Pastoral Acts 
Baptisms: 
02/11/07 – Blake Richard Allen 
Krueger, son of Bradley and Nichole 
Krueger 
02/11/07 – Andraya Renae Sailor, 

daughter of Chad and Lisa Sailor 
02/25/07 – Camryn Mae Determan, daughter of 
Chad and Amber Determan 
Weddings: 
02/15/07 – Dale Blakeborough and Nita Stoops 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 January Offerings $16,815.00 
 January Expenses $21,424.00 
 

January’s offerings were an “ouch” which left the 
church account with a deficit of -$4,609.00.  
Money is nice, but you can’t take it with you. 
Statistics show most people don’t live to spend all 
they have saved; some die even before they retire. 
Anything we have isn’t really ours, it was given to 
us by God. He just lets us borrow it while we are 
here. 
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You are invited to a Wedding Shower for 
Kathy Bost on March 11th in the 
Fellowship Hall at 2:00pm. This is a 
Pampered Chef Shower so you can come 
learn some new kitchen tricks, eat tasty food 
and purchase items for yourself or Kathy! 
 
 
 
 
Celebrate FORTY YEARS OF 
MARRIAGE with Cliff and Joalyn Welte 
on March 31st from 2:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall at St. John. Be sure to be 
there for a special (secret) surprise at 
3:00pm. Please just bring your well wishes, 
no gifts necessary. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                         Volunteering Has Its Rewards 
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Registration is now open to all St. John Families, Cornerstone Families and will open to the community at our 
Open House on March 6th for the 2007/2008 Preschool Year. We are excited for the new year and are praying 
that we will fill our 75 spots quickly. As a church you should be excited about this program that is offered. It is 
the only preschool in the area with small class sizes: 3/15 ratio for 3 and 4 year old class and 3/20 ratio for the 4 

and 5 year old classes. Our curriculum is fun and Christian based and the 
teaching staff is dynamite... if we may say so ourselves! 
 
Our tuition cost did not change this year but we are requiring the first month’s 
tuition (non-refundable) with the registration fee to defer families from 
dropping before the school year starts. 
 
We are currently collecting items and donations for our annual Silent Auction 
on April 27th. If you would like to donate something, please contact Melissa 
Kotek at 856-8159 or Ms. Sonja at the preschool We appreciate the gifts you 
can give! 

 

SCRIP UPDATE 
 
New vendors/updates: 
 

�  Coldstone Creamery has joined the Scrip program!  
Cash cards are available in $10 denomination.   

 
�  JoAnn Fabrics is temporarily unavailable due to the 

redesign of their gift cards.  We will notify you when 
the cards are available again for purchase. 

 
�  Dick’s Sporting Goods is now available in $25 

denominations. 
 

�  American Airlines is now available in $250 and $100 
denominations.  You can use up to 8 of these cards for 
online purchase of airline tickets in lieu of a credit card. 

 
Please check our order form often, as it is continually changing.  
Scrip can be purchased at any time.  Pick up an order form and 
place it with your payment in the WINGS box located in the 
Narthex, on the wall near the sanctuary.  Orders are placed on 
Sunday mornings and take 1 week to arrive.     
 

How does Scrip work? 
The youth group orders gift cards at a reduced rate and then 
turns around and sells them to you for full face value.  When 
you order a $25 gift card, you can take that gift card to the store 
and use it just like cash – for the full $25 value.  You pay $25 
and you receive $25 worth of product, just like you would if 
you purchased a gift card directly from the store.   
 

FARE FOR ALL PROGRAM 
 

Fare For All is a nonprofit 
organization designed to promote 
volunteerism in local communities. 
Individuals who do just two hours of 
community service each month are 
eligible to purchase a food package 
estimated at $34-40 for only $18.00. 
 
Fare For All is not a government 
subsidized program. There are no 
income guidelines and everyone is 
welcome to participate. One needs 
to order and pay a month in 
advance. 
 
Pick up is at Pine Cone Manor in 
Zimmerman. March 17th hours are 
8:00am to 9:30am. 
 
If you would like more information 
please call Joyce Bost at 763-856-
4572. 



BUNCO 2007 
All who came had a fun and 
exciting evening, as always.  We 
cheered, snacked, laughed, grazed, 
howled with delight and ate some 

more. 
 

The top dice thrower and trophy winner was Pat 
Kesseler, 2nd place prize was given to Rosemary 
Papesh and the 'coveted' fuzzy dice went home with 
Phyllis Belanger. 
 

For those of you who like to plan ahead, the 10th 
Annual Bunco Party will be next February 2, 2008.  
It always falls on the Saturday before Ash 
Wednesday, as a night of feasting and fun before 
Lent. Easter is in March in 2008.  Of course, details 
will be given closer to the date (haha). 
 

Thanks to all who helped with another successful 
party by donating treats, setting up, cleaning up and 
most of all:  coming for the fellowship and fun! 
                                                                                                                                             
Jerry and Molly Heffron 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING EVENT 2007 
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All 4th, 5th and 6th Graders in WINGS will be 
going to Elk River Bowl and Pizza Hut on 
Saturday, March 10th!  Invite as many of your 
friends as you’d like!  Sign up on the Youth 
bulletin board located next to the drinking 
fountain. 
 
Cost for this special activity is $10/person.  We 
will be leaving the church at 11:00 SHARP!  
We will go bowling and then to Pizza Hut.  We 
should be back to the church around 2:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE TO PARENTS:  As part of our WINGS 
policy, younger/older siblings are not allowed 
to attend any of our WINGS gatherings.  This is 
a special time reserved only for 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders, to help the kids get to know each other 
and give them a chance to hang out with kids 
their own age. 
 
We may need a few extra adults to help 
chaperone and car pool.  Cost for any adults 
that would like to come is also $10/person.  If 
you are interested, please sign up on the Youth 
bulletin board. 
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We have some exciting news for you. Our guest speaker for the 
Mother/Daughter Breakfast on April 21st is Paulette Kutzler or PK 
to those of you who listen to KTIS from 10am to 2pm. Tickets will 
be $5.00. We will be having breakfast at 9:00am with PK speaking 

at about 10:30am. Tickets will be sold in advance and we would like to know if you plan on having 
breakfast with us. It is open to people outside St. John so invite your friends, daughters and mothers. 
Contact Carolyn Schwab at 631-1830 or Vicki Johnson at 753-3160 for tickets. We will also be selling 
them between services in March and April. 
 
We were not able to work at Feed My Starving Children in February. We didn’t have enough  
Volunteers. We will try this again at a later date. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Carolyn Schwab 



 



 



JANUARY 28, 2007 
 

1. Call to order at 12:35 pm. 
2. Opening prayer, Pastor Tom Koelln 
3. Review and approve agenda.  Motion by Hank Bost to approve agenda: seconded by Steve Anderson; motion 

carried. 
4. Approval of the 2006 annual meeting minutes.  Motion by Steve Anderson to approve; seconded by Tony 

Schmiege; motion carried. 
5. Pastor’s Report:  There is a full report in the Annual Report.  Pastor reported on the “Pie with the Pastor” events: 

79 attendees of 8 meetings, report attached. 
6. 2006 in review:   

a. Pre-school remodeling completed under budget and paid for in full without use of the loan money. 
b. Call Committee called Pastor Tom Koelln effective 10/1/2006. 
c. Chantelle Siltmann hired as Director of Youth and Family Ministries. 
d. Auction in September generated $6,000 + net profit. 
e. Committees are active and working well, doing the work and bringing their reports to council. 
f. Hard Hats club is a potential committee to assist Building and Grounds. 
g. Thank you for all that is done “behind the scene” by so many in the church, without recognition. 
h. A committee has gathered information for the purchase of a sound system, to be funded through a bank 

loan.  This will be discussed later in today’s meeting. 
i. Thank you to the outgoing council members:  Ted Bell, Butch Hass, Bruce Weaver and Darlene Bouley.   
j. Committee reports are in the Annual Report and can be read and discussed. 

7. OLD BUSINESS from 2006 meeting: 
a. Constitution to be reviewed by council. 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Sound system presentation by Margaret Genung.  Would include speakers, microphones, etc.  This 

improves clarity and coverage, not just volume.  It would be used by the pastor, musicians, Sunday 
School, etc.  Seven area churches were visited with 2 main companies used for their sound systems.  
Pastor Tom, Peg Dale, Troy Niebergall and Margaret Genung doing the research.  The system can be 
purchased and installed in a matter of months.  This wouldn’t mean that the worship services would be 
100% Contemporary style of worship, but would support it.  The bids were up to $40,000, which would 
include the equipment, tuning, labor and installation.   

b. Motion by Gary Bost to obtain a bank loan for up to $40,000 for a sound system and projection screen; 
Dave Vensland seconded; written ballot with more than 2/3 majority approving the motion; motion 
carried.  

c. Hard Hat Club:  There is a need in the church for building upkeep.  If there are any people in the 
congregation that can be called for routine jobs, contact Justin Anderson. 

d. Request by Mollie Heffron for a part of the 2007 auction proceeds for a church project; referred to Kevin 
Johnson. 

9. 2007 Financial Plan for Mission (Budget) reviewed.  Motion by Gary Bost to accept the budget; Joe Peterson 
seconded; motion carried. 

10. Lay delegates needed for the 2007 Synod Assembly, Northwest Conference and Gustavus Representative.  
Motion by Gary Bost for the Council to appoint these delegates; Joe Peterson seconded; motion carried. 

11. Bobbi Leitzke made a motion to accept all nominees for the church Council; Steve Anderson seconded; motion 
carried.  (Andy Bost, Dawn Bourdeaux, Brian Carley, Jim Casey, Kevin Kraabel, Mary Troseth and Bruce 
Weaver) 

12. Thank you to the outgoing Church Council members, with a gift of thanks presentation. 
13. Motion to adjourn the meeting by Dan Hackbarth; Gary Bost seconded; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 

2pm.  Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer, council style. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Janna Luebben, council secretary. 
 
 

 
 



 
St. John Lutheran Church Council Meeting - February 10, 2007 
 
Present: Pastor Tom, Justin Anderson, Kevin Johnson, Tom Olson, Margaret Genung, Bruce Weaver, Mary 
Troseth, Kevin Kraabel, Brian Carley, Dawn Bourdeaux  
 
Absent: Andy Bost, Jim Casey, Sarah Hassing, Janna Luebben, Lori McChesney, Kathy Peterson 
 
Officers for the 2007:   
President: Bruce Weaver 
Vice President: Margaret Genung 
Secretary: Janna Luebben 
Treasurer: Dawn Bourdeaux   
(Officers voted at the St John Lutheran Church Council Retreat/Workshop on February 9 – 10, 2007, at 
Rockwoods Restaurant, Otsego.) 
 
Call to order by President Bruce Weaver 
 
No Secretary’s, Treasurer’s or Committee reports. 
 
Set Committee Liaisons.  Every committee will have at least 2 council members.  Will be review again at the 
March meeting due to absent members. 
 
Need to review data from Pie with the Pastor.  Council needs to set goals for 2007.  Liaison will get job 
descriptions from their committee’s. 
 
Pastor Tom spoke on Evangelism.  Ivan had a letter.  Agree to send to the Evangelism Committee meeting. 
 
Pastor Tom had a letter from the Preschool.  They are looking for a donation for a new sign for the entrance of 
the church.  The letter is being referred to the Building/Grounds Committee. 
 
The church has funds which are to be use for outreach.  Talked about setting up an endowment fund.  Motion by 
Tom, to setup and endowment committee and second by Mary.  Tom will head up the task force.  Bruce will 
also be on the task force.   
 
Any memorials will go to Special Project Committee, then given to correct area.   
 
Pie with the Pastor and Council goals will be on the March agenda.   
 
Tom made a motion to adjourn; Brian seconded; motion carried.  Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer, 
council style. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Dawn Bourdeaux  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

13045 Fremont Avenue 
Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 

763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

www.green-church.org 
�

   
Pastor Tom Koelln 
  tkoelln@green-church.org 
  763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant – Jill Ewy 
   churchoffice@green-church.org 
Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Coordinator – Chantell Siltman 
   csiltman001@luthersem.edu 
Custodian – John Hoffman 
Music Director – Peg Dale 
Organists – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Sonja Knutson 
Teachers – Sonja Knutson, Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide – Debra Herman 
 
CHURCH COORDINATORS 
 

Acolyte Coordinator 
 Shari Vensland   856-2398 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Arlette Kluge  389-2354 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
 Randy Johnson   856-2890 

Nursery Coordinator 
 Donna Carley   856-2838 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
 Maren Hackbarth  856-0261 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
  

ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Bruce Weaver 
Vice President – Margaret Genung 
Secretary – Janna Luebben 
Treasurer – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Members: Justin Anderson, Andy Bost, Brian 
Carley, Jim Casey, Sarah Hassing, Kevin Johnson, 
Kevin Kraabel, Lori McChesney, Tom Olson, 
Kathy Peterson, Mary Troseth 

 

 
ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�

Worship Schedule 
Sunday -  
 8:00am – Worship 
 9:15am – Sunday School 
            10:45am – Worship 
Wednesday – 
 7:15pm – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
9:00am – 4:00pm   Monday - Friday  
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