
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church
“One body in Christ, 

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love”
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“One body in Christ,  
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March is 'Food Share Month' in Minnesota.
need. A total of 254 Zimmerman households in need visited the CAER Foodshelf 1174 times in 
2007. They received 75,000 pounds of food (about 63 lbs per visit). This number is significantly 
higher than last year.  
 

What can we do to help, you ask? 
 

We can start by keeping the CAER basket filled each week or donating money so CAER can buy 
needed items. CAER also accepts clean reusable clothes and small toys. Volunteering a few hours 
during the month is another great way of helping.
 

*How about if we bring paper products the
feminine products, diapers, etc.  
 

*The second week - boxed products
mix, cake mix, etc.  
 

*The third week will be canned items
& beans, coffee, tea, sugar, flour, etc. 
 

*The fourth week - soaps (bar, dish, laundry) deodorant, tooth paste & brushes, shampoo, etc. 
 

Please be sure the products are not past their due date. These items are thrown away as the law says 
they cannot be given out. 
 

Of course, you can bring in anything at any time. It is always needed. Thank you from the crew at 
CAER and especially those in need of a helping ha
community.  
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March is 'Food Share Month' in Minnesota. Let's all try to bring in something to help those in 
need. A total of 254 Zimmerman households in need visited the CAER Foodshelf 1174 times in 
2007. They received 75,000 pounds of food (about 63 lbs per visit). This number is significantly 

elp, you ask?  

We can start by keeping the CAER basket filled each week or donating money so CAER can buy 
CAER also accepts clean reusable clothes and small toys. Volunteering a few hours 

during the month is another great way of helping. 

paper products the first week - toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, 

boxed products - instant potatoes, rice, pasta, mac & cheese, cereal, pancake 

canned items - soups, veggies, syrup, peanut butter, jelly, tuna, chili, pork 
& beans, coffee, tea, sugar, flour, etc.  

(bar, dish, laundry) deodorant, tooth paste & brushes, shampoo, etc. 

products are not past their due date. These items are thrown away as the law says 

Of course, you can bring in anything at any time. It is always needed. Thank you from the crew at 
CAER and especially those in need of a helping hand. They really appreciate this help from their 

Any questions, please call me. Jerry Heffron 389
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ething to help those in 
need. A total of 254 Zimmerman households in need visited the CAER Foodshelf 1174 times in 
2007. They received 75,000 pounds of food (about 63 lbs per visit). This number is significantly 

We can start by keeping the CAER basket filled each week or donating money so CAER can buy 
CAER also accepts clean reusable clothes and small toys. Volunteering a few hours 

toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, 

instant potatoes, rice, pasta, mac & cheese, cereal, pancake 

soups, veggies, syrup, peanut butter, jelly, tuna, chili, pork 

(bar, dish, laundry) deodorant, tooth paste & brushes, shampoo, etc.  

products are not past their due date. These items are thrown away as the law says 

Of course, you can bring in anything at any time. It is always needed. Thank you from the crew at 
nd. They really appreciate this help from their 

Any questions, please call me. Jerry Heffron 389-8040. 

��������
������������ �

��� � �� '���(
�)���� ���� ���
��
���
��� 	
� 
�&*� �%�&� �
����� +���� ���� �%���� ��������

�%
��� &� � ��� ',-�!� ���� 
�� 
$������ .���(%�
��
������
��
������.��� 
�&*��%�&��
�����+/������

!�*� 	�%�4�� 5% �(%� 5� �(��� $���� ��� ������3�
*� 5���� 
��� ����� �%��

-7'� 
��� ( ������ (� �(��� �������*� -��

����%
��$� �����������
*�:� �(
��������������
"�(�����*� ���
���

.����$�%�)�
�%
���&� ; �



 
 

CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY
“I was glad when they said to me, 

‘Let us go to the Lord’s house’.”     Psalm 122:1
 

Does your child enjoy blocks? Depending on his or 
her age, your child may enjoy holding them, 
throwing them, or building with them. Why not help 
your child build a church with blocks? We are now 
in the season of Lent, a time to remember the 
sacrifice Jesus made to free us from our sins. We 
want the church to be a secure place for your child, 
feeling welcomed and loved by God and fellow 
members. Take advantage of Wednesday evening 
services during Lent at 7:15pm. 
 

Help your child build and count 1-2-3 with the 
following game: 

Let’s build a church now, 
1-2-3 

Let’s build it high 
For you and me. 

Let’s walk inside now; 
1-2-3 

Let’s pray to Jesus 
Just you and me. 

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here are just some of the vendors we have in our Scrip program:
�  SuperAmerica and Holiday gas stations
�  Cub Foods 
�  Marcus Theater 
�  Applebee’s 
�  Domino's Pizza and Coke certificate (sold for $14 and can be redeemed for a large, 1

Classic Hand Tossed Domino's pizza and a 2
�  Kohl’s 

 

Most of these cards are available for purchase every week, along with many other restaurants and specialty 
shops.  There are hundreds of stores available!  The list is always changing, so check our order forms often!
 

We try to keep the popular cards in stock
not have what you need right away.  Orders are placed every Sunday afternoo
arrive. Order forms are available on the table in the Narthex anytime!  Pick on
 

How does Scrip work? 
The youth group orders gift cards at a reduced rate and then turns around and sells them to you for full face 
value.  When you order a $25 gift card, you can take that gift card to the store and use it just like cash 
the full $25 value.  You pay $25 and you receive $25 worth of product, just like you would if you purchased 
a gift card directly from the store.   
 

CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY  
“I was glad when they said to me,  

the Lord’s house’.”     Psalm 122:1 

Does your child enjoy blocks? Depending on his or 
her age, your child may enjoy holding them, 
throwing them, or building with them. Why not help 
your child build a church with blocks? We are now 

time to remember the 
sacrifice Jesus made to free us from our sins. We 
want the church to be a secure place for your child, 
feeling welcomed and loved by God and fellow 
members. Take advantage of Wednesday evening 
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With a Mardi Gras theme, and our largest turnout of 
51 players, we had a grand celebration.  
 

We ate, laffed, ate, scurried around, ate, rang the 
bell and ate again. A few silly prizes of inflatable 
dice, flashing dice and dice pins were given. Who 
could ask for any more fun!  First prize trophy went 
to Jim Oveson for receiving the greatest number of 
punches and the coveted fuzzy dice for receiving 
the least number of punches was given to Tina 
Bevins.  
 

The entire flock posed for the 10th Annual photo 
shoot which had to be taken in segments to get 
everyone included. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the fun, 
brought treats and to those who so willingly helped 
clean up Fellowship Hall after the festivities.  You 
all were important to make the Bunco Par
success again. 
 
(If you have a 2009 calendar, mark the Saturday 
before Ash Wednesday as the next Bunco Party.  Of 
course, there will be blurbs when 2009 approaches.)
 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUY YOUR SCRIP TODAY!  

have in our Scrip program: 
SuperAmerica and Holiday gas stations 

Domino's Pizza and Coke certificate (sold for $14 and can be redeemed for a large, 1
Classic Hand Tossed Domino's pizza and a 2-liter bottle of Coca-cola).  

Most of these cards are available for purchase every week, along with many other restaurants and specialty 
shops.  There are hundreds of stores available!  The list is always changing, so check our order forms often!

popular cards in stock, but due to limited funds available for inventory, we may 
not have what you need right away.  Orders are placed every Sunday afternoo

Order forms are available on the table in the Narthex anytime!  Pick one up today!

The youth group orders gift cards at a reduced rate and then turns around and sells them to you for full face 
value.  When you order a $25 gift card, you can take that gift card to the store and use it just like cash 
the full $25 value.  You pay $25 and you receive $25 worth of product, just like you would if you purchased 

 
With a Mardi Gras theme, and our largest turnout of 
51 players, we had a grand celebration.   

We ate, laffed, ate, scurried around, ate, rang the 
bell and ate again. A few silly prizes of inflatable 
dice, flashing dice and dice pins were given. Who 

ask for any more fun!  First prize trophy went 
to Jim Oveson for receiving the greatest number of 
punches and the coveted fuzzy dice for receiving 
the least number of punches was given to Tina 

The entire flock posed for the 10th Annual photo 
t which had to be taken in segments to get 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the fun, 
brought treats and to those who so willingly helped 
clean up Fellowship Hall after the festivities.  You 
all were important to make the Bunco Party a 

(If you have a 2009 calendar, mark the Saturday 
before Ash Wednesday as the next Bunco Party.  Of 
course, there will be blurbs when 2009 approaches.) 

                    Jerry and Molly Heffron 

Domino's Pizza and Coke certificate (sold for $14 and can be redeemed for a large, 1-topping 

Most of these cards are available for purchase every week, along with many other restaurants and specialty 
shops.  There are hundreds of stores available!  The list is always changing, so check our order forms often! 

, but due to limited funds available for inventory, we may 
not have what you need right away.  Orders are placed every Sunday afternoon and take 1 week to 

e up today! 

The youth group orders gift cards at a reduced rate and then turns around and sells them to you for full face 
value.  When you order a $25 gift card, you can take that gift card to the store and use it just like cash – for 
the full $25 value.  You pay $25 and you receive $25 worth of product, just like you would if you purchased 



  
Contemporary vs. Traditional Worship 

What is contemporary music?  Webster says contemporary is: something that is modern or of 

the same time.  Contemporary music is not an end to itself but a means to experience 

worship.  Just like traditional music, it can lead us into a moment with God: to express our praise to Him, to 

seek forgiveness and to find hope.  If you think about it, all music was contemporary at some point.  I mean, 

even J.S. Bach was once considered a contemporary!  I think the three main differences between contemporary 

and traditional are: selections of songs, instrumentation and the feel of the service.   Most of the songs within a 

contemporary service would be written after the youth of the church were born.  That isn’t to say that there 

aren’t some wonderful hymns that we all grew up with being freshly arranged with contemporary 

instrumentation.  Electric and bass guitar, drums and keyboard all give “Blessed Assurance” a whole new way 

to speak to us!    Maybe the feel of a contemporary worship service can best be described as simplified or casual 

or real,  but the feel comes not only from the leaders, but also from those present worshipping.   

To encounter God in worship is as unique as the people who are present worshipping.  Oftentimes, whether a 

person prefers contemporary or traditional worship has more to do with what radio station they listen to than 

their age or spiritual maturity.  My husband, Randy, and I are very close in age, (although he will be happy to 

tell you that I am older) and have had similar spiritual walks,(both born and raised Lutherans) but I was raised 

on classical music and he grew up with rock & roll This summer, Randy and I were at an outdoor Christian 

concert when we had a difference in opinion about where to sit to watch the band.  While Randy is a back row 

kind of guy, I’m more of a front row type of gal.  We both had some good points to make.  His: “We’re closer 

to the food here, no one’s sitting behind us and it’s by the rest rooms.”  Mine: “I can’t see or hear anything, this 

is my favorite band (Third Day) and I want to be right in the front worshipping!”  It wasn’t much of a 

compromise, I pretty much just got my way, (thanks Randy) but being married is somewhat like being part of a 

church family.  It is often not important who wins the battle, but that both are willing to compromise.   

At the last Music and Worship Committee meeting we discussed the Easter Vigil and the possibility of having 

some instrumental music playing quietly in the sanctuary.  Hank Bost had this to say.  “I’ve always talked to 

God in the quiet.  It’s just the way I’ve always talked to Him.   I’ve never tried it with music before, so I don’t 

know.”  Hank boldly stated his preference but also was gracious enough to leave room for discussion.   Along 

with free will God has given us our own personal likes and dislikes for all things in life.  What can we do, as a 

church; to help accommodate everyone’s spiritual needs and lead them into a deep and meaningful worship time 

with God?    

 

 



Treasurer's Report 
 
Income        $18,392.42 
Expenses     $21,246.20 
                   -$2,853.78 
  
Sound System Loan Balance as of 2/15/08:
(Have in savings: $3,531.79)
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We would like to thank Jerry and Molly Heffron for a very fun night at 
Bunco.  Our group had a fantastic time and 
next year already.  The food was great and the fun was AWESOME!
was a great turn out for the 10th Anniversary!

Thank you,  Joalyn, Tresa, Linda, Lila, Al, Pat, Rosemary and Lo
  
 
 
Our “Baby Prayer Shawl” Ministry is almost 
ready to start. We have 8 volunteers knitting 
and crocheting. Our goal is to have about 24 
shawls completed – one for every baptism for 
the next 12 months (Currently we have 18) We would appreciate any 
financial support. All money will be used to buy yarn. Anyone 
interested in supporting this ministry – either financially or by 
volunteering to knit or crochet – call Sally @ 763
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Family Fun Night begins with the traditional 
“Lutheran Potluck.” (Which translates into 
darn good food!) The meal is followed by a 
program showcasing the amazing 
members and friends of St. John.
 

Do you know some good stories? Can you tell 
jokes? Does your “in the shower rock star 
voice” want to make a debut? All talents and 
abilities are welcome at Family Fun Night and 
you’ve got plenty of time to polis
Please talk to Hank Bost at church or call him at 
856-4572 to get your name on the roster. 
 

Not a public performance person? 
Come be part of the cheering section 
and enjoy the fellowship!  
All are welcome! 
 

 
 

Sound System Loan Balance as of 2/15/08:  $9,242.46 
(Have in savings: $3,531.79) 
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We would like to thank Jerry and Molly Heffron for a very fun night at 
Our group had a fantastic time and we are looking forward to 

The food was great and the fun was AWESOME!  It 
was a great turn out for the 10th Anniversary!   

Joalyn, Tresa, Linda, Lila, Al, Pat, Rosemary and Loren 

Our “Baby Prayer Shawl” Ministry is almost  
ready to start. We have 8 volunteers knitting  
and crocheting. Our goal is to have about 24  

one for every baptism for  
the next 12 months (Currently we have 18) We would appreciate any 
financial support. All money will be used to buy yarn. Anyone 

either financially or by 
call Sally @ 763-633-2906 
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Family Fun Night begins with the traditional 
“Lutheran Potluck.” (Which translates into – 
darn good food!) The meal is followed by a 
program showcasing the amazing talents of 
members and friends of St. John. 

Do you know some good stories? Can you tell 
jokes? Does your “in the shower rock star 
voice” want to make a debut? All talents and 
abilities are welcome at Family Fun Night and 
you’ve got plenty of time to polish up your act! 
Please talk to Hank Bost at church or call him at 

4572 to get your name on the roster.  

Not a public performance person?  
Come be part of the cheering section  

Men’s Bible Study,
from 9:00
Bible Study meets the first 
Saturday of each month from 
9:00-
investigate various stories in 
the Bible through video and 
reading and discussion. We 
are currently looking at the 
life of Jesus. Bring your 
Bible 
Rolls, coffee, and juice are 
provided.                                                         

March 1: Sepphoris: 
Language of Culture
 

April 5 
Misguided Faith
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Men’s Bible Study, March 1 
from 9:00-10:15am. Men’s 
Bible Study meets the first 
Saturday of each month from 

-10:15am. Join us as we 
investigate various stories in 
the Bible through video and 
reading and discussion. We 
are currently looking at the 
life of Jesus. Bring your 
Bible and desire to learn. 
Rolls, coffee, and juice are 
provided.                                                         

March 1: Sepphoris: 
Language of Culture 

April 5 – Belvoir:  
Misguided Faith 



 
 
 
 
 

Stephen’s Egg 
 

 Easter and Christmas are great times for stories—stories of gifts, stories of redemption, stories 
about the resurrection, stories of new life.  I first came across this true story from Bill McNabb, a 
Christian speaker, a number of years ago and have re-told it myself in different situations.  To 
me it captures the essence of what faith in Jesus and belief in his resurrection means for people. 

 

  It was obvious that eight-year-old Stephen’s mental retardation was becoming even more  
 severe.  His Sunday school teacher did her best to include Stephen in the classroom  
 activities and to avoid situations which might prompt his class mates to make fun of him. 

 

Shortly before Easter, she gave each of the eight children in the class an empty plastic egg and instructed them 
to place inside the container an object that represented new life in spring.  Fearing that Stephen might not have 
caught on, and not wanting to embarrass him, the teacher had the children place all the containers on the desk so 
that she could open them. 
 

The first had a tiny flower in it. “What a lovely sign of new life,” said the teacher.  One of the students couldn’t 
help but erupt, “I brought that one!” 
 

Next came a rock.  The teacher assumed this must be Stephen’s, since rocks don’t symbolize new life.  But 
Jason shouted that his rock had moss on it and moss represented new life.  “Very good, Jason,” agreed the 
teacher. 
 

A butterfly flew from the third container and another child bragged that her choice was the best of all. 
 

The fourth container was empty.  This must be Stephen’s, thought the teacher, quickly reaching for a different 
one. 
 

“Teacher, please don’t skip mine,” interrupted Stephen. 
“But it’s empty, Stephen.” said the teacher gently. 
“That’s right,” said Stephen.  “The tomb was empty, and that represents new life for everyone.” 
Later that summer, Stephen’s condition worsened and he died.  At his funeral on his casket,  
mourners found eight plastic eggs, all of them empty. 
 

The true story of Stephen reminds us of the hope we all have because of the resurrection of Jesus.   
As we prepare to celebrate an early Easter, may the empty tomb of that first Easter be a  
representation of the new life God has given to all of us. 
 
 He is risen!  He is risen, indeed! 
 
 Your partner in Christ, 
 Pastor Tom Koelln 

 
 
 
 
 

  



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13045 Fremont Avenue 

Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 
763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

www.green-church.org 
�

   
Pastor Tom Koelln 
  tkoelln@green-church.org 
  763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant – Jill Ewy 
   churchoffice@green-church.org 
Custodian – Bob Sandberg 
Evangelist – Ivan Cholopray 
   763-354-4195 
Music Director – Connie Aase 
Organists – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Sonja Knutson 
Teachers – Sonja Knutson, Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide – Debra Herman 
 
CHURCH COORDINATORS 
 

Acolyte Coordinator 
 Katie Gilbert   651-331-1559 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Julia Nielsen   856-0554 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
 Randy Johnson   856-2890 
Nursery Coordinator 
 Nichole Parizek   856-2383 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Kathy Budish  856-9438 
 Sarah Hassing   856-5129 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Budish  856-9438 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
  

ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Jim Casey 
Vice President – Paul Larson 
Secretary – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Treasurer – Troy Anderson 
Members: Justin Anderson, Tim Grams, Sarah 
Hassing, Kevin Johnson, Kevin Kraabel, Karen 
Meyer, Tom Olson, Mary Troseth 

 

 
ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday -  
 8:00am – Worship 
 10:45am – Worship 
Wednesday – 
 7:15pm – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
 9:00am – 4:00pm   
Wednesday 

9:00am – 1:00pm 
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