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St. John Lutheran Church 
“One body in Christ,  

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love” 
 

April 2008  



I write this article just a couple of days after 
Easter.  The music was great, the singing was 
enthusiastic, the children were excited as we 
celebrated again our Lord’s resurrection.  What 
was somewhat surprising and not a little 
disheartening, however, was the weather didn’t 

feel like Easter.  Someone quipped to me that with the snow falling on 
top of the two inches on the ground, it looked more like Christmas.  
Even one of the children during the Children’s Message said that Easter 
was celebrating “Jesus’ birth.”  Just when we want spring to come the 
most, we have God sending us some winter-like weather for this 
celebration of Easter in our part of the world. 
 

Changes are in the air for our season as winter WILL give way to 

spring.  And certainly changes have been with us here at St. John.  

Within these last six weeks we have welcomed two new people to our 

staff:  Connie Aase, our new part time Director of Music, and Rachael 

Dales, our new full time Director of Christian Education and Youth 

Ministry.  (That title for Rachael is kind of long so we might shorten it.)  

I am pleased to be able to work with both of these talented and gifted 

people. I know they will help us in our walk with Jesus as they help all 

of us to become more devoted disciples of our Risen Savior. 
 

We deal with transition as a faith community quite often.  Another area 

is that our Council is looking at is our facilities.  This last month Tom 

Olson and I attended a “Building for Ministry” seminar in Brooklyn 

Center just to get some ideas to present to Council. Preliminary 

discussions about our site, remodeling and/or building, are beginning as 

we look ahead to see a vision of what St. John can be and how it 

reaches out to the community of the Zimmerman area.  Regardless of 

what is decided by Council, you as the congregation will be kept fully 

appraised on this matter.  For now our staff is in place, relationships to 

Jesus are being strengthened, and we can look to the future with much 

anticipation and excitement. 
 

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Your partner in Christ, 

Pastor Tom Koelln 

 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptisms: 
3/30/08 – Luke 
Mitchell Burmis, 
son of Mitchell and 
Noelle Burmis 

Funerals: 
3/13/08 – Elloyd Beske*  
 
 
 

NEW!  
Fellowship Lunch!! 
We invite all to join 
us for lunch 
following the 
10:45am service on 

April 20th! You don’t have to 
travel to a restaurant to meet up 
with your church friends – do it 
right here! Eat, talk and get to 
know one another better. 

 
 
Men’s Bible Study, March 1 
from 9:00-10:15am. Men’s 
Bible Study meets the first 
Saturday of each month from 
9:00-10:15am. Join us as we 
investigate various stories in the 
Bible through video and reading 
and discussion. We are 
currently looking at the life of 
Jesus. Bring your Bible and 
desire to learn. Rolls, coffee, 
and juice are provided.    
 

April 5  – Belvoir: Misguided 
Faith, Jesus’ example and the 
Crusades 
 
May 3 – En Gedi: Living 
Water, Jesus’ claim to be living 
water in the desert 
 
 
 



“ Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may 
multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised 
you.  Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  Keep these words that I am commanding you today in 
your heart.  Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, 
when you lie down and when you rise.  Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

Deuteronomy 6:3-9 
 

I am so glad to be here with you at St John.  I am glad to become part of your history and future making.  I am 
glad to have the privilege of working with your children, youth and families.  At the core of what we do as a 
congregation, parents, and supporters of our community’s children lays this scripture passage.  It is part of 
Moses’ speech to the Israelites before they enter the Promised Land.  Jesus recites this commandment to love 
the Lord in all three of the synoptic Gospels, but Jesus adds a new interpretation.  In Matthew, Jesus is asked 
which is the greatest commandment.  Jesus says,  
 
He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.'  This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.'  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." Matthew 22:37-40 
 
Evangelism begins with our children.  We want things to go well for them.  We want them to have a moral 
compass that helps them make healthy decisions.  We want them to be good people who treat others with 
kindness and respect.  We want them to have a living 
and life-giving faith that helps and comforts them in  
good times and bad. When a child or adult is baptized,  
we make promises as parents, God Parents, Sponsors  
and as a congregation to teach, pray for, bring to  
worship and education, and encourage that new  
Christian.  The whole Christian Community surrounds  
the fount where one becomes part of the Christian  
family and a beloved Child of God.  The whole  
Christian Community makes the promises.  The whole  
Christian Community is responsible.  It is a privilege  
given to us by God to be about raising Christians  
to mature disciples.   
 
Please support our ongoing, new and growing ministries for our 
youngest generations in any way that you can.  In being 
accountable for these ministries, I ask for your prayers and 
support, too.  Together we can shape our future as a congregation 
and our children’s future through engaging, relevant, and loving 
ministry today.  If you are not sure how you can help, just ask. 
 
God bless our work, worship, learning, and play. 
Blessings, 
 
 
 
Rachael Anne Dales, MDiv., MS 
Director of Children, Youth, Family, and Education Ministries 
 

Awsome Youth Event 
Sunday, April 20 

12:30 pm to 5:30ish 
Grades 7+ 

 
Vertical Endevours, St. Paul 

Indoor climbing park 
 

Who may climb the Lord’s hill,  
Or stand in his holy temple?  

Psalm 24:3 
 

Gather at church at 12:30 to carpool.  
Back to church around 5:30 p.m.  Wear 
loose fitting and comfortable clothing, 
closed toe sneakers, bring completed and 
signed forms & $6 for the event.  Parent 
climbers, helpers, observes and drivers 
are needed!    Sign up on the Youth 
Board and pick up your forms.  Friends 
welcome if you bring a driver. 
  
Signed forms required for all Youth.  

Sorry, no exceptions. 
Check it out… 

www.verticalendeavors.com 
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Join us April 18th 

Cornerstone Christian Preschool 
5th Annual Family Fun Night and Auction 

All are welcome 
����������	
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����������	
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����������	
����
����������	
����
� ���

5pm-8pm 
 

This fun evening includes a FREE meal for the family, games and crafts, Jumpy 
Castle, dancing and music with SJL’s new youth director, Rachael Dales. If you 

would like to donate to the auction, please contact Ms. Sonja. 
Cornerstone’s Little Corner 
 
A $2000.00 Easter donation was made to SJL from the preschool in honor of our current families. 
 

Cornerstone Preschoolers will be singing at the SJL 8am and 10:45am services on April 13th. Ms. Julie will be 
leading the Children’s Sermon and preschool families will provide beverages between services. We hope to see  
you there! 
 

The 2008/2009 preschool year is filling fast. If you are looking for a preschool for your child and want to start 
his/her education with a Christian base, please take the time to visit CCP. 
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August 11-14 
Evening meal and program 

Save those dates & 
Spread the word! 

Brenda Casey is Lead Staff 
Watch for ways to help 

 

 
 

CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY 
“He breathed life-giving breath into…the man.” 

Genesis 2:7 
Spring is finally here! Enjoy being outside with 
your child(ren), helping them appreciate the 
wonders of God’s marvelous creation. We feel 
spring winds when walking, flying kites, or blowing 
bubbles. Look through a magazine with your child. 
Help him or her find pictures of things that move 
with the wind. Act out this verse with your child… 

I can blow it! 
Watch me blow a dandelion. 

I can blow it! 
Watch me blow a pinwheel. 

I can blow it! 
Watch me blow a trumpet. 

I can blow it! 
Watch me blow bubbles. 

I can blow it! 
From “Little Visits for Toddlers” by Mary Manz Simon 

Dear Jesus, 
For air that I can blow 

And eyes that see things go, 
Thank you, Jesus. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please note  -  
Rachael, Director of CYF&Ed., 
will be out of the office April 8-

14.  She is going to Buffalo, New York, to get a 
truck load of her belongings out of storage to move 
here.  Prayers for safe travel and good weather 
appreciated. 

 
There are still pictorial directories 
available for those of you who want one, 
or two or ???? They are available for 
$4.75 payable to the church.  A nice way 
to put a face and name together.  Please 

inquire at the church office. Thank you for your 
participation in this project. 
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Needed 
Prizes for Confirmation Quizbowl 

 

Do you have old business gifts like         

t-shirts, key chains, hats, Frisbees, 

pens, and such that are just lying 

around at work and out of date?  If so, 

please gather them up and give them to 

Rachael.  They will be used as prizes 

and gag gifts in our Confirmation 

program.  Bags of individually 

wrapped candy are also appreciated.  

Talk to or email Rachael for more 

details.   

Rachael.Dales@Green-church.org 

 



SCRIP UPDATE: NEW VENDORS ADDED TO LIST  
 
The following vendors have recently been added to our Scrip program: 
 

�  Wal-Mart (available in $25, $100 or $250 cards).  These can also be used at Sam’s Club! 
 

�  Great Clips (available in $25 cards) 
 
We have been trying to keep Cub Foods, SuperAmerica, Holiday and Wal-Mart in stock, available for 
purchase every week.  There are hundreds of other stores available for purchase by simply placing 
your order a week ahead of time!  The list is always changing, so check our order forms often!  
Orders take 1 week to arrive.     
 

Order forms are available on the table in the Narthex anytime!  Pick one up today! 
 

How does Scrip work? 
The youth group orders gift cards at a reduced rate and then turns around and sells them to you for 
full face value.  When you order a $25 gift card, you can take that gift card to the store and use it just 
like cash – for the full $25 value.  You pay $25 and you receive $25 worth of product, just like you 
would if you purchased a gift card directly from the store.   

�
�

�
�
The annual CROP WALK  
will be taking place on    
April 29th at 1:00 from the 
CAER office in Elk River. 
This is where we can affect 
the hunger situation not only 

here but all over the globe. I will be getting out 
some pledge cards and information will be put up 
around the church. We will be collecting money 
pledges and also collecting food for our local food 
shelf.                                     Jerry Heffron 389-8040 
�
�
�
�
Thank you to everyone for your kinds thoughts, 
prayers, and cards in the death of Shorty Bost, 
Hank’s brother. Our family sincerely appreciated 
them. God Bless, Hank and Joyce and family 
 
 
Reporters wanted! We are looking for individuals 
who would be interested in providing monthly 
articles for the newsletter. Possible article ideas: 
interview various church members, articles about 
specific committees and what they are doing, more 
details about mission projects happening at St. John 
and any other tidbits that would spice things up!! If 
you are interested, please call Jill at the church 
office, 856-4561. 

�� � � 	!!"	#�$%�&'	�(��
)�*+���*�,-!!��./�

�

,���� �*�
�������;!����89��9��5�
��0�� ������!"�"�
'1���� J�"��:!������43����
�
�������7�
���0�� � C�!�C���#������!�*
�
��	�
�

C>���A3�K*�-�C�;,�;

K�;C��
>K,C��
3A�;*��*+-,�K3�2��;3�+A� C� 	��#�����
�

�����������������%������'�����������
�%������	 �
�

$���2��31��������4������2������0������/ ��
;�������������������
�������������������
���
����������������$
���������
����$���'�

��'�
��������"��;
�
����������
����%����'������
�������%�������%����%���
���'������������6�
�������������)�
����
����������������%��
���
�
������������
����������������������������
������
��������	��2���'�����������������
������������<���������������'�
����������
������
�������'��	�;���!�������������'��
������
���
#������!�
��!�
�����������
��3��������
1�����"��C��������������������!!��
	�



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13045 Fremont Avenue 

Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 
763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

www.green-church.org 
�

   
PASTORAL/PROGRAM STAFF  
Pastor Tom Koelln 
tkoelln@green-church.org 
763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
Director of Youth and Education - Rachael Dales 
651-315-4938 
Director of Music - Connie Aase 
763-228-3302 
Evangelist - Ivan Cholopray 
763-354-4195 
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant – Jill Ewy 
   churchoffice@green-church.org 
Custodian – Bob Sandberg 
Organists – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL  
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Sonja Knutson 
Teachers – Sonja Knutson, Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide – Debra Herman 
 
CHURCH COORDINATORS  
Acolyte Coordinator 
 Katie Gilbert   651-331-1559 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Julia Nielsen   856-0554 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 

 Randy Johnson   856-2890 
Nursery Coordinator 
 Nichole Parizek   856-2383 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Kathy Budish  856-9438 
 Sarah Hassing   856-5129 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Budish  856-9438 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
  

ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Jim Casey 
Vice President – Paul Larson 
Secretary – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Treasurer – Troy Anderson 
Members: Justin Anderson, Tim Grams, Sarah 
Hassing, Kevin Johnson, Kevin Kraabel, Karen 
Meyer, Tom Olson, Mary Troseth 

 

 
ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
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Worship Schedule 
Sunday -  
 8:00am – Worship 
 10:45am – Worship 
Wednesday – 
 7:15pm – Worship 
 


