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We are able to give to our church, community, country and world in so many different ways. You can make a 
difference by donating used plastic bottles, milk caps, good used children’s shoes and food just to name a few. 
Across from the library door there is a bookcase, the “St. John Collection Center”, where you can bring your 
donated items. Remember to stop by and see all the different giving opportunities that are available to you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
“One body in Christ,  

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love” 
 

June 2007  
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Help a local man supplement his 

income by selling eggs. He’s got the 
eggs, he just needs some empty cartons.  

Drop your cartons off on the bottom 
shelf of the collection center bookcase. 
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HELP – Save your 20oz. soda pop cans (with caps)! (No 

water bottles please) TerraCycle will pay St. John .05 
per bottle. This is a great way to recycle and raise 

money. 
Bring your empty pop bottles to the dumpster area. 

Joyce Bost will package them for shipping. 
Remember, you can also leave your aluminum cans by 

the dumpster for the St. John Youth. 
With your help we CAN make a difference. 
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There will be a FREE food shelf in Zimmerman,  
each week on Thursdays from 9:00-11:30am.  

Food will be available for pick up at: Faith Lutheran Church 
(Hwy 169 just south of Zimmerman about 1 mile) 

12266 255th Avenue, Zimmerman         Phone: 763-856-3600 
Most items are perishable. Please bring your own bags or box if possible. 

Anyone in need of food is welcome. There are no fees or applications. 
 

This project is sponsored by Women of Today and the Love Elk River 
Prayer Group. We are thankful to Faith Lutheran Church for providing 

the space for this project. 
 

Anyone interested in volunteering, please call Sue at 763-441-5312. 
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Tear the cancelled stamps 
off your mail. WELCA 

collects them for an 
organization that uses 

them to help people with 
disabilities. 
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St. John Youth benefits from recycling your used ink jet 
cartridges. Just drop them off in the cardboard box on the 

collection center bookcase! 
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Help cover the 
feet of needy 

children around 
the world – 

Donate your new 
and gently used 

kid’s shoes!  



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13045 Fremont Avenue 

Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 
763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

www.green-church.org 
�

   
Pastor Tom Koelln 
  tkoelln@green-church.org 
  763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant – Jill Ewy 
   churchoffice@green-church.org 
Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Coordinator – Chantell Siltman 
   csiltman001@luthersem.edu 
Custodian – John Hoffman 
Evangelist – Ivan Cholopray 
   763-354-4195 
Music Director – Peg Dale 
Organists – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Sonja Knutson 
Teachers – Sonja Knutson, Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide – Debra Herman 
 
CHURCH COORDINATORS 
 

Acolyte Coordinator 
 Position open 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Arlette Kluge  389-2354 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
 Randy Johnson   856-2890 

Nursery Coordinator 
 Position open 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
 Maren Hackbarth  856-0261 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
  

ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Bruce Weaver 
Vice President – Margaret Genung 
Secretary – Janna Luebben 
Treasurer – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Members: Justin Anderson, Andy Bost, Brian 
Carley, Jim Casey, Sarah Hassing, Kevin Johnson, 
Kevin Kraabel, Lori McChesney, Tom Olson, 
Kathy Peterson, Mary Troseth 

 

 
ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday -  
 8:00am – Worship 
 10:00am – Worship 
 

Wednesday – 
 7:15pm – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
9:00am – 4:00pm   Monday - Friday  



 
              

CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY 
Caring for a new baby is anything but easy. The 
demanding schedule of feeding and diapering can 
occupy much of the day. Attachment or bonding to 
an infant provides the groundwork of a child’s 
emotional health for a lifetime. Take time to bond 
securely with your infant. The Cradle Roll 
pamphlets celebrate each milestone and your 
infant’s new life in Christ. Pray together with the 
godparents that your child will grow to know the 
Savior in a real and personal relationship. 
Welcome to our Cradle Roll – Leah McShane and 

Benjamin Petersen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Worship Schedule  
Now through September 2 
worship will be at 8:00 and 
10:00am on Sundays and 
7:15pm on Wednesdays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitution Meeting 
Our next Constitution Task Force 
meeting is Thursday, June 7 at 
8:00pm. If you are interested in 

reviewing and updating our current congregational 
constitution, please attend the meeting. 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptisms: 
5/13/07 – Leah Lynae McShane, 
daughter of Michael and Kari 
McShane* 
5/20/07 – Benjamin Joseph Petersen, 

son of Jason and Sabrina Petersen 
 

Confirmed:  May 6, 2007 
Cole Anderson Krystal Bost  
Keslie Jenkins  Michael Jenson 
Emily Kossila  Daniel Lawson 
Colton Letellier Jeffrey Nielsen 
Chelsea Reger  Colin Roberge 
Ashley Schmit  Ariel Schneider 
Cassandra Stoll ChristiAnn Thompson 
Matthew Weaver 
 

When you are Hospitalized 
If you find yourself hospitalized and you’d 
like a visit from Pastor Tom, please let the 
church office know.  Call yourself or have 

a friend or relative let us know.  Sometimes prayer 
requests are not clear that a loved one is in the 
hospital and desires a visit.  And don’t assume that 
Pastor Tom already knows.  If in doubt, call.  
Thanks. 
�
�
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Acolyte Coordinator – The Worship and Music 
Committee is looking for someone to line up 
acolytes for Sunday and Wednesday services. If you 
are interested please call Chris Sandberg at 763-
856-8254 or the church office. 

� Thanks to Shari Vensland for being the 
acolyte coordinator for the past 3 years. 
 

Nursery Coordinator – If you are interested in 
coordinating volunteers for our nursery, please call 
the church office. 

 
All Sunday school teachers, 
assistants, and confirmation leaders: 
WELCA thanks you for your hard work 
and dedication to the Christian 

education of the youth of St. John.  If you have not 
received your recognition award, please pick it up at 
the desk area in the narthex near the mail boxes.  

Treasurer’s Report 
 

May Income  $30,280.95 
May Expenses $35,813.06 
(This includes down payment of $17,000 
for the sound system) 
 

Month End -$5,532.11 
 

We have received to date 
$12,900.00 for the sound system. 
Thank you to everyone for the 
wonderful support. 
 

Please note: The Adult Potlucks on the last 
Tuesday of each month have been 
discontinued. 
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Habitat for Humanity, Elk River Area, including 

Big Lake, Otsego, and Zimmerman communities 
may be able to help. Three criteria are used to select 
Habitat for Humanity families: Need, Ability to 
Pay, and Partnership in doing “sweat equity” hours. 

For more information, plan to attend on of the 
following informational meetings: 

�  Saturday, June 2, 2007 – 9:30-11:00am 
Elk River United Methodist Church   
1304 Main Street      

�  Monday, June 4, 2007 – 7:00-8:30pm 
Elk River United Methodist Church  
1304 Main Street      
 

Alpha News... 
We have postponed the start of our Alpha Class to 
Thursday, September 6th. We would like to invite 
anyone who would like to understand more about 
our faith, why we believe what we believe and how 
to have a more meaningful relationship with our 
God, his Son and other believers. Bring a friend! 
Any questions, see Pastor Tom or Carolyn Schwab. 
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Hello Women of St John, 
 We had a wonderful time at the 
Daughters of All Ages Breakfast on April 21. 
There was a lot of positive feedback about the 
whole morning. We had about 64 women and 12 
children. Paulette Kutzler had a very thought 
provoking talk on mentoring. We are all mentors 
whether we know it or not. People watch what 
we do sometimes more than what we say. Thank 
you to the young women and men who helped 
with babysitting and kitchen clean up the 
morning of our Daughters of All Ages Breakfast. 
 WELCA gave out about 46 Appreciation 
Certificates and bookmarks to all the teachers 
and helpers of the Sunday School and 
Confirmation classes. 
 We will be having bible study in June 
and a bible study in and WELCA meeting in 
July. All women are welcome! 
 

Sincerely, 
Carolyn Schwab 

NEED GIFT IDEAS FOR DADS AND 
GRADS?!?  
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Orders are placed every Sunday afternoon and 
take 1 week to arrive.  If there is something you 
would like available for purchase every week, 
please let our Scrip coordinator know or send an 
email to youthscrip@yahoo.com . 
 
Checks should be made payable to “WINGS.”  
Order forms are available on the table in the 
Narthex anytime. 
 



St. John Council Meeting Minutes May 10, 2007 
Present:  Jim Casey, Justin Anderson, Tom Olson, Pastor Koelln, Mary Troseth, Dawn Bourdeaux, Margaret Genung, Bruce Weaver, 
Janna Luebben, Kathy Peterson, Lori McChesney, Kevin Johnson, Brian Carley, Andy Bost 
Guests:  Chantelle Siltman, Arlette Kluge, Lil Olson, Wanda Thoreson 
Devotions by Bruce Weaver. 
 
Agenda:  Motion by Kathy to approve; seconded by Lori; motion carried. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion by Brian to accept; seconded by Lori; motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Checking:  $15,596.95    Savings:  $49,987.12 (includes loan for sound system) Motion by Kathy to accept; 
seconded by Lori; motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  A sermon series will begin on June 3rd on the Plenitudes and will be described in the newsletter and on the web site.  
Working on the Confirmation program for the fall.  New member classes will be held May 22 and May 29. 
 
Executive Report:  Met on 5/3/07 and set the agenda. 
 
Building and Grounds:  The yard was cleaned, raked, mowed and trimmed on May 5th.  They will hold a fall clean up, also.  They 
have set up a mowing schedule for the summer. 
 
Education:  Sunday School program is finished for the summer.  Planning Vacation Bible School.   
 
Endowment:  To be discussed in New Business. 
 
Evangelism:  On 5/19/07 Pastor and Ivan will begin a 4-week training program “Just Walk Across the Room”. 
 
Financial:  Will invite Dan Hackbarth from Stewardship to the June meeting. 
 
Personnel:  To be discussed under Old Business. 
 
Special Projects:  Met 4/15/07 and will meet again on 5/20/07.  Will meet the second Sunday of the month at 7:30 pm.  Auction date 
set for 9/9/07.  Working on a proposal for the Fellowship Breakfast to be free in lieu of a free will offering. 
Maggie Johnson attended the Gustavus Adolphus Congregation Convention on 4/28/07 – written notes of the meeting were given to 
council members. 
 
Stewardship:  Temple talks, Simply Giving and a skit have been given during recent worship services. 
 
Worship and Music:  Will have 2 services over summer months, at 8 and 10 am and Wednesday will remain at 7:15 pm.  Intinction 
was the method of Communion decided on due to difficulty in getting volunteers when using individual cups.  After discussion Kathy 
a motion to stay with intinction during the summer months but change to individual cups and common cup during the school year on 
Sundays and Wednesdays, kneeling at the altar; at the Pastor’s discretion, intinction can be used on large attendance dates such as 
Christmas, Easter and Confirmation Sundays.  Tom seconded; motion carried. 
 
Cornerstone Christian Preschool:  Family Fun Night was held 4/27/07.  Graduation will be held on 5/24/07.  The 6/11/07 board 
meeting will be held at Lori’s house. 
 
Thrivent:   Family day at the Zoo will be held 6/10/07 with $2 admission charge.  $1,000 remains for matching funds for fundraisers. 
 
Youth:   No report 
 
WELCA :  Held Daughters of all age’s brunch and program on 4/21/07 was well attended.  Checking: $2,630.28 and Savings: 
$2,122.02 as of April. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Fundraising for Sound System:  on May 20th a plant sale will be held at the church.  Nelson’s Nursery is delivering 100 hanging 
baskets and planted containers to be sold for $20 with our profit being $7 - $8 each.  Need 2 trailers to display the plants; Jim and 
Bruce volunteered their trailers.  Face painting and planting of individual marigold plants available to children. 
Hot dog stands will be set up during Wild West Days at the church on Saturday and at Margaret’s store on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
 
 



Special Teaching Sermon Series this Summer 
 
Our hearts hunger for order in the chaos of this life.  We long for connectedness and 
community with other people.  We thirst to know the God who made us.  We strain to 
hear God speak so that we can discover the purpose of our years on this earth.  There is 
something inside each of us that yearns for a fresh understanding of God, the world 

around us, and our relationship with others. 
 
So much of life reveals our desire to find order in the midst of chaos.  Every time we look around our 
home and try to figure out how we can clean, straighten, organize, or remodel so that things feel loss 
chaotic, we get a glimpse of this need.  Entire companies exist to help us bring order to our schedules, 
and they make millions of dollars each year as we purchase our day timers, palm-held computers, 
smart phones, and personal organizational systems.  There is something deep inside the human spirit 
that craves the order that only God can bring. 
 
Into the ancient chaos of the universe, God spoke and brought meaning and order.  This same God 
longs to speak and bring peace into chaotic lives and hearts today.  God is the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth.  He is the ultimate authority on bringing form into the midst of chaos.  The Bible begins 
with these words: 
 

“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.  Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters.  And God said, ‘Let there 
be light,’ and there was light.” 
 

The first five books of the Bible, known as 
the Pentateuch, are a revelation of God’s 
creative power.  From Genesis to 
Deuteronomy we watch as God creates the 
heavens, the earth, animals, human beings, a 
new community, and a nation of people to 
follow him.  Yet, as God created and brought 
order, human beings rebelled over and over 
again and found themselves spinning 
downward in the chaotic abyss of sin. In 
response, over and over again, we read of 
how God came to rescue them and bring 
form, shape, and meaning to their lives. 
 
Beginning on Sunday, June 3, and going into 
August, we will look at the first five books of the Bible and learn how God not only brought hope to 
those characters in the Bible, but also brings hope to us today in 21st century Zimmerman.  During the 
summer, bring your personal Bibles to worship and join in me in re-reading the wonderful stories of 
God and His people. 
 
Your partner in Christ, 
Pastor Tom Koelln 

First Five Books of the Bible to be Highlighted 
this Summer 

 
In June we begin in Genesis. 
 
June 3 and 6:   

God’s Greatest Dream – Creation 
Genesis 1-2 

 
June 10 and 13:  

Community Busters – Adam and Eve 
 Genesis 3 
 
June 17 and 20:  

Community Busters – Cain and Abel,  
Noah and the Flood, Tower of Babel 

 Genesis 4-11 
 
June 24 and 27:  

It’s time to DTR – Abraham and Sarah 
 Genesis 12-22 
 


