
                                                        In accordance with this directive, the Property Committee is forming a       

                                                        Planning Task Force to assess building use and future needs of St. 

John Lutheran Church. We are in need of a small but diverse group of members to meet 3-4 times in July 

and 3-4 times in August to establish a revision and long term development plan for our church. If you 

have any interest, please contact Pastor Tom or Jill in the church office at 763-856-4561. 
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Spoke with Olan Mills staff June 22, and our directory is in production. 

Hoooraaay!! It is planned that it will be shipped July 20. So, we can 

expect it to arrive sometime during the week of July 23. It will be 

available Sunday, July 29, if all goes as planned. Will touch base with 

Olan Mills the middle of July to get final confirmation of delivery.  

Remember, everyone who participated in the directory, that is had their 

photo taken at church or submitted their own photo, will receive a free 

directory. We ordered additional copies of the directory for anyone who 

would like one and the cost of these directories is $4.75 each. Watch the 

Sunday bulletin July 22 for the latest info.  

Thanks for your patience – The Directory Committee 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
“One body in Christ,  

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love” 
July 2007  

In May of 2007, a letter was sent to all active and non-active members 

in our database. The context of the letter was to solicit opinions on the 

future needs and expenditures in regards to St. John Lutheran Church 

Building and its uses. This information was presented to the full St. 

John Church Council during its May meeting. At this meeting it was 

decided that there was enough interest from the congregation to allow 

the Property (Building and Grounds) Committee to advance the 

process in exploring options to its building needs.  
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   It has come!  It has been installed!  It works!  

During the week of June 11-15 (and some work on 

June 18-19 after discovering some “surprises” in 

our sanctuary), Mark, Nick, and Ben from 

Kingdom Sound and Lighting installed our new 

sound system.  The system will make both voice and 

music sound better and have more clarity.  The 

installation will also allow us to develop a 

contemporary worship ensemble because of the increased capacity of the system.  No longer will 

“contemporary” mean “noise.”  Now I have to get used to the new microphone that wraps around my ear 

and hugs my cheek. 

   Now for a little summer fun, I found this on the web.  It’s a little brain teaser to test your perception, 

text recognition, and a little Bible knowledge. Embedded in the following paragraph are the names of 30 

books of the Bible - the trick is to find them all. 

   This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los 

Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much; he passed it on to some friends. 

One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing 

his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it, she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper 

column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her 

nerves. There will be some names that are really east to spot. That’s a fact. Some people, however, will soon 

find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from 

answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. 

Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in 

this paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade 

booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle 

was one of most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “The books are all right here in 

plain view hidden from sight.” Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have 

to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their 

numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help 

you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad 

exodus, there really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.  
 

Enjoy!  Your partner in Christ, 

Pastor Tom Koelln 

Old Testament Challenge continues in 
July…. 
 

July 8 – God is With Us 
     Isaac, Jacob, Joseph: A Dysfunctional 
Family 
July 15—God the Deliverer 
     Moses and the Exodus 
July 22—God the Lawgiver 
     The Ten Commandments and More… 
July 29—Lessons from the Wilderness 
     Numbers and Deuteronomy 



God blesses each of us with specific abilities—spiri tual gifts—for the ministry He wants us to 
be in. 1 Corinthians 12 affirms “All these are acti vated by one and the same Spirit, who     
allots each one individually just as the Spirit cho oses .”(v. 11) We all have something to offer 
in ministry, because He gave it to us!  Below are l isted some ways in which you can use your 
gifts. Please call the church office at 856-4561 if  you are interested or would like more 
information.  

Serving at Your Church  

Acolyte Coordinator  – This person schedules youth to serve as acolyte at each worship service.  
 
Lector Coordinator  – This person schedules people to read the lessons at each service.  
 
Nursery Coordinator  – This person coordinates the schedule of adults and youth who volunteer their 
time in the nursery. 
 
Nursery Ministers  – Beginning in September we hope to staff our nursery every Sunday morning 
during the 10:45am worship. We’d like to get a group of people who can rotate their times so that, at 
most, one can staff the nursery once every two months. A young person will also be in the nursery 
every Sunday as part of their service hours. 
 
Confirmation Presenters and Teachers  – We are beginning a new Confirmation curriculum in the 
fall called “Here We Stand” (www.herewestandconfirmation.org). We are in need of Teacher for small 
groups of 4-6 and Presenters for large group times. 
If you like to build relationships with teens, a small group Teacher might be just the thing for you. If 
you want to help, but are not sure of being a Teacher, presenting a lesson might be right for you. 
Please contact our CYF Coordinator, Chantell Siltman (ext. 11) or Sue Bost at 856-4362. 
 

Serving in Your Community 
 
CAER (Our Local Food Shelf) - I  would like to give a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who said yes to 
the CAER Ministry.  
This month the hours change from afternoons to mornings. We will be serving on Tuesday evening, 
July 10, from 3:30-5:30pm to sort clothes. We will be filling food orders on Monday, July 16, from 
9:45am-12:30pm and again at 4:45-7:15pm. On Wednesday, July 18, and Friday, July 20, the hours 
are 9:45am-12:30pm.  
On behalf of CAER and all the needy recipients of the food and clothing, I would again like to thank all 
the volunteers and those who donate food and clothing. If you need any more information, please see 
or call me, Jerry Heffron, at 389-8040. 
 
Helping the Homeless - If you became homeless today, where would you go? Many people are only 
one paycheck away from this situation. There are homeless people in our community needing 
assistance every week. As Christians, our duty and privilege is to help those in need. If you feel called 
to be part of a new emergency shelter program that is currently being developed in Elk River, please 
contact Barb at 763-566-4991 (BWIS@charter.net) or Tami at 763-856-3032. We meet the second 
and fourth Thursdays of each month at Central Lutheran Church at 7:00pm. This is an interfaith effort, 
please join us! 
�
�



 
              

CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY 
You may be recognizing that your child is growing 
up! How quickly babyhood passes into memory. 
Many memories and family rituals develop at a 
young age. Be sure faith-enhancing activities 
become a ritual for your family. It is important to 
keep family worship as a part of your Sunday 
together. Children can learn to participate in 
worship. You may notice you child babble during 
the Lord’s Prayer or sing nonsense words during a 
hymn. Your child might fold his or her hands and 
listen for the name of Jesus. He or she can be 
greeted by and greet others as they grow in 
becoming aware of your faith family. Your child 
will surprise you – often repeating something from 
a sermon when you least expect it! Enjoy worship 
and the faith bonding you are providing for your 
child! 

Welcome to our Cradle Roll Madison Roush! 
 
 
 
 
 
The family of Arlette Kluge would like to thank 
all those many visitors to Arlette and the kind acts 
of sympathy extended to us. A special thanks to 
Pastor Tom Koelln, Ivan Cholopray, Pastor Tom 
and Joann Nielsen, Peg Dale, Hank Bost, Pat Kluge, 
Chris Sandberg, Wanda Thoreson, Ron Walker, 
those that furnished food, and those who served and 
cleaned up. Thanks so very much! 
 
My family and I want to thank all of you for your 
incredible support during my Grandma’s illness and 
death. Your prayers, concern, cards, phone calls and 
flowers touched us deeply. The outpouring of 
kindness is immeasurable – “priceless”!  

God bless you, Jill Ewy and family 
 

****************************************** 
 
NOTICE: 
 

There will not be a Wednesday  
Evening Worship Service on  
July 4th.  
 

God Bless America! 
 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptisms: 
6/03/07 – Madison Leeann Roush, 
daughter of Travis Roush and Mallory 
Bernardson 
 

Funerals: 
6/2/07 – Diane Overson 
6/19/07 – Virginia Muckey 
6/25/07 – Arlette Kluge 
Weddings: 
6/24/07 – Kathy Bost and TJ Budish 
New Members Received: 
6/3/07 – Jim and Cheryl Bodin 
6/3/07 – Judith Chesney 
6/3/07 – Rick and Karen Orrock 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Are you tired of the truth? Check out 
our fiction section in the library. Find 
some great summer reading titles!  
_____________________________________________ 

 
 
   Thank you from the Breakfast Committee for 
supporting the June Breakfast. The $93.00 received 
went to the Sound System. 
   Our next Breakfast is July 15th and no committee 
is signed up.  We, the Breakfast Committee, will be 
serving again if no one is signs up.   
   If your group/committee would like to raise funds 
by hosting a breakfast, please sign up in the kitchen. 
The last 6 months of this year are still open.  If you 
talk to the Thrivent Committee, you may be able to 
match funds for your committee.  It must be 
advertised to the congregation at least a week in 
advance, but in the newsletter is even better.  If you 
have any questions please call Cliff or Joalyn Welte 
at 763-441-2768. 
 
 
 
 

TREA$URER$ REPORT 
 
 May Income     $20,177.19 
 May Expenses     $17,858.98 
 Month End     $2,318.21 
 



   
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from the Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly 
 

�  Bishop Craig Johnson was re-elected. 
�  Michele Reichow of Our Savior’s, East Bethel, was elected Synod Vice President. 
�  Resolution, A Minnesota Without Poverty Petition, was adopted. 
�  Resolution, Memorial to Extend Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Liberian Persons, was adopted 
�  Resolution, Cherish Our Children, was adopted. 
�  Resolution, Faithful Solutions to Global Warming and Climate Change, was adopted. 
�  Resolution, Annual Synod Theological Conference, was adopted. 
�  Resolution, Churchwide Staff Support for Ministries in Chaplaincy, Pastor Counseling, and Clinical 

Education (MCPCCE), was adopted. 
�  Resolution, A Memorial to Refrain from Considering All Motions Favoring Revisions Related to Clergy 

Conduct in Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline and Vision and Expectations and ELCA Bylaws 
was rejected. 

�  Resolution, A Memorial to Encourage Refraining from Discipline, was adopted. 
�  Resolution, A Memorial to Endorse Restraint, was withdrawn by authors. 
�  Resolution, ELCA Support of U.S. Department of Peace Bill (HR808), was rejected. 
�  Resolution, A Memorial in Condemnation of Torture, was adopted. 
�  Resolution on Immigration Reform was amended. 
�  Revised 2007 Budget was approved. 
�  Proposed 2008 Budget was approved. 

 

If you are interested in a more detailed report, please go to www.mpls-synod.org. 

The Coffee Fellowship between 
services is in need of people to help 
serve coffee and a light snack.  
There is a sign up sheet on the 
refrigerator.  Please feel free to sign 
up.  If you have any questions call 
Lil Olson at 763-856-5890. 
 

Hello - My name is Mark Bost. I was asked to write 
something about Alfa. I decided to go to Alfa after 
my parents, Hank and Joyce Bost, went. They told 
me it was very good. It’s a lot of fun. We had a nice 
meal and watched a video. After the video we were 
split into small groups where we discussed the 
topic for the night. In the small groups, we listened 
to each other as we shared our life experiences. It’s 
a very open, friendly, and relaxing atmosphere. No 
pressure at all. I recommend everyone to go to 
Alfa. You will 
not be disappointed. 
Have a good day,  
Mark Bost 
 

USE SCRIP FOR ALL OF YOUR TRAVEL 
NEEDS! 
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Scrip cards are good at any location nationwide! 
 

Orders are placed every Monday morning and take 
1 week to arrive, so please plan accordingly.  If you 
have any questions, please let our Scrip 
coordinator know or send an email to 
youthscrip@yahoo.com . Checks should be made 
payable to “WINGS.”  Order forms are available on 
the table in the Narthex anytime. 
 



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13045 Fremont Avenue 

Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 
763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

www.green-church.org 
�

   
Pastor Tom Koelln 
  tkoelln@green-church.org 
  763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
  

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant – Jill Ewy 
   churchoffice@green-church.org 
Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Coordinator – Chantell Siltman 
   csiltman001@luthersem.edu 
Custodian – John Hoffman 
Evangelist – Ivan Cholopray 
   763-354-4195 
Music Director – Peg Dale 
Organists – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Sonja Knutson 
Teachers – Sonja Knutson, Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide – Debra Herman 
 
CHURCH COORDINATORS 
 

Acolyte Coordinator 
 Position Open 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Position Open 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
 Randy Johnson   856-2890 

Nursery Coordinator 
 Position Open 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
 Maren Hackbarth  856-0261 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Bost  856-4572 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
  

ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Bruce Weaver 
Vice President – Margaret Genung 
Secretary – Janna Luebben 
Treasurer – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Members: Justin Anderson, Andy Bost, Brian 
Carley, Jim Casey, Sarah Hassing, Kevin Johnson, 
Kevin Kraabel, Lori McChesney, Tom Olson, 
Kathy Peterson, Mary Troseth 

 

 
ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday -  
 8:00am – Worship 
 10:00am – Worship 
 

Wednesday – 
 7:15pm – Worship 
 

Office Hours 
9:00am – 4:00pm   Monday - Friday  


