
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Midsummer Musings” 
 
One of the joys of summer is the gift of a little extra time—time to relax, time for a break, time to go outside without a coat or even 
without shoes and socks.  As a pastor I also have time to think.  One of my joys is checking in on my friend, Pastor Tom Lyberg and 
his weblog www.wiredjesus.com (love the name!).  He comments on preaching, on society, on call committees (he’s between calls 
right now), on the church at large among other areas.  He is what you call a “post-modernist.”  He uses the voices and images of 
modern culture to see God at work in places we may say are “God forsaken.”  Check out his website.  There’s some great YouTube 
videos embedded in his blog.  His latest entry dated July 2, 2008 makes an observation about Starbucks Coffee company.  Let Tom 
tell it in his own words: 
 

There it was this morning; Starbucks is closing 600 stores due to the economy and overexpansion.  I almost felt like a prophet 
when I read this in a Bloomberg story this morning. 

 
Most of the 600 stores set to close were opened in late 2005 and 2006, Bocian said on the call with investors and analysts. 
During that time, more than 50 percent of the new stores had drive-through service, he said. 
Consumers are driving less because of gasoline prices that have soared to more than $4 a gallon, according to separate 
surveys in the past two weeks by Mastercard Advisors analyst Michael McNamara and JPMorgan Securities Inc. analyst 
Himanshu Patel. 

   
While the price of gas is certainly a factor, the drive thru customer base, I would argue, are not the people who are invested in 
the Starbucks vision or community. The drive thru undermined the core value of the coffee experience and now they are 
having to do what mainline churches have been doing for the last 20 years - too many locations too close in the same 
community to be sustainable. Downsize, close, merge, and see if you can recover your mission. 
Interesting times we live in. It seems that the corporations that learned so well from the best of the church regarding 
evangelism, stewardship, and community are now reaping what went wrong in the church when it became “successful.” 

 
I agree with what Tom observes.  Community is what is missing when one goes to a drive-thru, be it a fast food enterprise or a coffee 
establishment or a congregation.  All of us have seen the people who will check out worship by coming late and leaving early from a 
service.  As Starbucks discovered what the people are missing is community, fellowship, support.  Even if one doesn’t talk to someone 
else, by being in a group of people one is connected to humanity.  It is why Jesus brought the disciples together, why Jesus ate with 
groups of people. 
 
Finally, my wife, Becky, and I are experiencing what many of you have gone through or will go through—aging and dependent 
parents.  Both of our fathers have died, but we are responsible for aging mothers, Wilma (age 92) and Dolores (age 91) respectively.  
Both have ended up in the hospital several times during this last month, sometimes at the same time.  I truly see how important 
Commandment #4 is: Honor your father and your mother.  I believe this commandment was given to us for just this time, as adults 
who care for aging parents.  This is the time we can truly honor them. 
 
Your partner in Christ, 
Pastor Tom Koelln 
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CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY
To help your child grow as a child of God, pray 
over your baby as you put him or her to bed. Use 
prayers with simple words your child will soon 
understand. Pray as a family at mealtimes. “Th
you, Jesus” is a first prayer any child can learn and 
remember. Sing hymns together. Show your child 
pictures of Jesus; attend worship services as a 
family. Many around you will not view going to 
church or a first prayer to be as spectacular as the 
first steps or first word, but this is news of lasting 
importance! 
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WELCOME… 
 Thor Andresen and Dylan Page to 
Cradle Roll! 

CRADLE ROLL MINISTRY  
your child grow as a child of God, pray 

over your baby as you put him or her to bed. Use 
prayers with simple words your child will soon 
understand. Pray as a family at mealtimes. “Thank 
you, Jesus” is a first prayer any child can learn and 
remember. Sing hymns together. Show your child 

attend worship services as a 
ou will not view going to 

or a first prayer to be as spectacular as the 
st steps or first word, but this is news of lasting 
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No gifts, please.  
The gift of your presence will be present enough!

 

Pastoral Acts
Baptism
7/13/2008
Page, son of Robert and 
Kerry Page
 
7/20/2008
Andresen, son of Thomas 
and Nadyne Andresen
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Thor Andresen and Dylan Page to 
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Happy
Anniversary!
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No gifts, please.   
The gift of your presence will be present enough! 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptism: 
7/13/2008- Dylan Robert 
Page, son of Robert and 
Kerry Page 

7/20/2008- Thor James 
Andresen, son of Thomas 
and Nadyne Andresen 
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Happy 50th 
Anniversary! 


