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Jumping into Autumn 
 
As much as I enjoy our short Minnesota summers, I do anticipate and enjoy the autumn season of each 
year! School resumes for young people, signaling a return to normality in the family unit and in its daily 
routine, as opposed to a relatively fragmented summer schedule. Though I enjoy the summer months and am 
appreciative of the added time that families may spend together, it is encouraging to know that families and 
individuals will soon be following a fixed schedule of waking at a certain hour, eating breakfast together, 
praying, leaving the house either for school or work, and retiring in the evening at a reasonable time. And while 
this shift occurs in the home, a greater transition may be found outdoors. The deep green leaves of spring and 
summer fade to rich shades of gold and auburn, artistically littering the sidewalks and streets. Mornings and 
evenings are cooled by a hint of winter winds, yet unusually warm, dry weather—traces of a pending Indian 
summer—may still be felt at times. 
The autumn season is just one of four that our Lord designed for us, and I regard each one as an opportunity for 
a fresh, new start in areas of life and ministry. In fact, I find it amazing the number of opportunities we may find 
to “restart” our lives: a new decade, a new year, a new anniversary, a new birthday, a new season, a new 
month, a new week, a new day, a new hour, a new minute, etc.  
 
And so it is as St. John and our faith community enters the season of autumn.  For me autumn begins with the 
coming of the Labor Day weekend.  By the time you read this we will be in the “fall” season—more educational 
opportunities, more Bible studies, more special worship experiences, more planned youth and adult activities—
all to help us become better followers of Jesus.  We will be reminded to look inwardly at our own motivations 
and resources as we contemplate the stewardship of our time, talent, and treasures.  We will also hear of the 
extensive ministry opportunities each of us have as we live out our Christian faith. 
 
Autumn brings changes to our lives and the foliage surrounding us.  May changes at St. John also help to bring 
us closer to Jesus.  Blessings on all who read this. 
 
Your Partner in Christ, 
Pastor Tom Koelln 
�

St. John Lutheran Church 
“One body in Christ,  

Growing, Living, and Sharing God’s Love” 
 

September 2008  
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Those Crazy Prophets 
Crossways! Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM 
September 16 – November 25 
 
Crossways! Bible study is coming to St. John.  This 10 session course will look at the Prophets in the Old 
Testament and more specifically at Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. We will use discussion, reading of the 
Bible, visual graphics, and other media to look at who the prophets were, what they did, and why we should we 
care about them in the 21st century.  Cost is $15 and covers materials.  Bring your own Bible.  Sign up by 
calling the church office or at our information table in the narthex. 
 
 
 
Sunday Morning Nursery – 10:45 AM 
Volunteers Needed 
 
Our Sunday morning nursery is staffed seasonally (Sept-May) so that parents have the option of allowing young 
children to be in a safe place while worship is happening.  The Preschool room is used for the nursery. 
Volunteers oftentimes come from those who use the nursery but we still would like anyone, 21 years of age or 
older, to consider serving as a “Nursery Parent” for a Sunday.  Usually confirmation or senior high students are 
available to help.  Please sign up on our list in the church narthex to help at a 10:45 Sunday worship.  Thank 
you! 
 

�
ELCA Draft Statement on Human Sexuality to be Discussed 
 
The Minneapolis Area Synod of which St. John is a part will be hosting a hearing for members to comment on 
the text of the Draft Social Statement on Human Sexuality on October 9 at 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM at Central 
Lutheran Church in downtown Minneapolis. (The St. Paul Area Synod will be hosting a hearing on September 
18 at 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM at Roseville Lutheran Church.)  We at St. John will also have a discussion on 
this statement in October, dates still to be determined. 
 
This hearing is a key part in the development of the social statement.  Representatives of both our synod and the 
Task Force for the ELCA Studies on Sexuality will be present.  A synod representative will be present to record 
all comments made by participants.  This record of comments will be submitted to the task force and considered 
as they revise the text for 2009. 
 
“It is important that we have as many members as possible participating in this step of the process,” stated our 
Bishop Craig Johnson.  “This participation is part of how we develop social statements in this church.  The 
hearing is a chance to both speak and listen.” 
 
The draft social statement was written by members of the task force.  Topics of this proposed statement include: 
protection of children, women’s rights, trust, marriage, protection of families, co-habitation, same-gender 
relationships, abuse, sex in the media, sex education, friendship, work relationships, social justice, and serving 
God and one’s neighbor. These studies seek to set forth a Lutheran vision of human sexuality and its meaning 
for our church and society. 
 
A copy of the Draft Social Statement on Human Sexuality may be ordered by calling a special resource line at 
800-638-3522 ext. 2996.  It is also downloadable at www.elca.org/faithfuljourney.  If you have any questions 
regarding this hearing, please visit www.elca.org/faithfuljourney or call the synod office at 612-870-3610. 
�
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Caring for a new baby is anything but easy. 
The demanding schedule of feeding and 
diapering can occupy much of the day. 
Attachment or bonding to an infant provides 
the groundwork of a child’s emotional 
health for a lifetime. Take time to bond 
securely with your infant. The Cradle Roll 
pamphlets celebrate each milestone and 
your infant’s new life in Christ. Pray 
together with the godparents that your child 
will grow to know the Savior in a real and 
personal relationship. 
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Caring for a new baby is anything but easy. 
demanding schedule of feeding and 

diapering can occupy much of the day. 
Attachment or bonding to an infant provides 
the groundwork of a child’s emotional 
health for a lifetime. Take time to bond 
securely with your infant. The Cradle Roll 

e each milestone and 
your infant’s new life in Christ. Pray 
together with the godparents that your child 
will grow to know the Savior in a real and 
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
13045 Fremont Avenue 

Zimmerman, Minnesota 55398 
763-856-4561 – office 
763-856-4566 – fax 

churchoffice@green-church.org – email  
www.green-church.org – web site 

   

PASTORAL / PROGRAM STAFF  
Pastor Tom Koelln  
tkoelln@green-church.org 
763-218-7168 – for emergency pastoral care 
Director of Youth & Education - Rachael Dales 
651-315-4938 
Director of Music - Connie Aase 
763-228-3302 
Evangelist - Ivan Cholopray 
763-354-4195 

CHURCH STAFF 
Accountant  – Jean Olson 
Administrative Assistant  – Sarah Hassing and 
Karen Meyer 
Custodian  – Bob Sandberg 
Organists  – Jean Bostrom and Peg Dale 
Wedding Coordinator  – Molly Heffron 
 

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 
cornerstone@green-church.org 
Director  – Julie Saben Scharber 
Teachers –Julie Saben Scharber 
Teacher Aide  – Debra Herman 

CHURCH COORDINATORS 
Acolyte Coordinator 
 Katie Gilbert   651-331-1559 
CAER Coordinator 
 Jerry Heffron  389-8040 
Communion Coordinators 

Vickie Johnson  753-3160 
Kathy Peterson  856-4688 

Confirmation Coordinator 
 Sue Bost  856-4362 
Cradle Roll Coordinator 
 Marge Niebergall  856-2590 
Greeter Coordinator 
 Rachel Leonard   856-2497 
Lector Coordinator 
 Julia Nielsen   856-0554 
Library Coordinator 
 Sandy Berning   263-3491 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
 Randy Johnson   856-2890 

 
 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
 Position available 
Prayer Chain Coordinator 
 Joalyn Welte  441-2768 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 Sarah Hassing   856-5129 
 Chris Sandberg   856-8254 
Usher Coordinator 
 Hank Bost  856-4572 
Webmaster 
 Dave Vensland  856-2398 
Wings Coordinator 
 Kathy Budish  856-9438 
Youth Coordinators 
 Garry and Sue Bost  856-4362 
 
 
 
 ST. JOHN CHURCH COUNCIL 
President – Jim Casey 
Vice President – Paul Larson 
Secretary – Dawn Bourdeaux 
Treasurer – Troy Anderson 
Members: Justin Anderson, Tim Grams, Sarah 
Hassing, Kevin Johnson, Kevin Kraabel, Karen 
Meyer, Tom Olson, Mary Troseth 
 
�

ST. JOHN COMMITTEES 
Audit Committee 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Christian Education Committee 
Evangelism Committee 
Finance Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Personnel Committee 
Special Projects Committee 
Stewardship Committee 
Technical Services Committee 
Thrivent Committee 
WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
Worship and Music Committee 
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